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—Crude Birth Rates of Various Countrles in Recent Years.

Cruda Crude
Comiry or Province. Year. Birth Country or Province, Yaar, Birth
Rate. Rate,
1929 47:9 | Western Australia 1028 -8
1927 44-3 [ Finland . . 1928 2.5
1926 48 || Australia JO 1928 23
1928 40-0 || Austria Lo 1928 21:3
1028 40+ 0 Ontario 1928 21-2
1028 38-0 || Prince Edward Island.. 1928 21-9
1928 38+4 | Northern Ireland., ... .. 1928 20-8
1928 4 || Latvia........... 1928 20-7
1927 34-1 [ Irish Free State 192% 20-1
1928 316 | Nova Scotis.. 1928 20-0
1928 20-7 i Beotland.. 928 16-8
}3223 %gf %utEdAélstralu{lRe i 1928 198
y 2§, nit tates (Reg. Area).....[ 192§ 197
Union of Scuth Alrica (whlt,es) 1928 25.-8 || Vietoria,......ovieniiiiniiniin 1928 19-7
Nowfoundlend. ... ......... 1928 250 | Denmark 1928 196
Baskatchewan. ... ....... JN 1628 25-0 || New Zealand 1928 1%-6
Uraguay ... ..oooviianns Lo 1028 25-0 | Prussia................... 1928 18-6
Alberta.................. 1428 248 | Belgium................. 1428 18-5
A 1928 -5 erTnany . . 1928 158-5
New Brunzwick. 1928 24:2 | France...... 1928 182
Caachaslovakia 1928 23-3 rWaY. ... 1923 180
Netherlands, . 1028 23-3 || British Colum 1628 17-8
New South Wale: 1928 22-6 tonia. . 1928 177
Tasmania . 1928 222 || Switzerfand, 1928 17-3
Manpitoba...... 1928 22:1 || England 2od Wal&s 1928 16-7
sensland. ., .. ... ... 1928 21-8 weden. ... ool 1928 15-2

Section 3.—Marriages and Divorces.
Subsection 1.—Marriages.

About a century ago it was observed in the United Kingdom that the
number of marriages tended to be high when the price of wheat was low and
to be low when the price of wheat was high. This was quite naturally the
case among a population, the majority of which was living at a comparatively
low standard of comfort, and where the staple food was thus the chiefl factor
in the cost of living.

More recently, the curve showing marriage rates in the United Kingdom
and other English-speaking countries has ceased to bear any constant rela-
tion to the price of the staple food of the people, though it still does so in
poorer countries. Its place in influencing the matriage rate has, however, been
taken by the genemal level of prosperity. Marriages in such countries as the
United Kingdom, the United States, Canada and Australia tend to increase in
“good times” and to diminish in “hard times”, when great numbers of those
who are contemplating marriage are led to posipone such marriage until the
advent of better industrial conditions.

Even in the short period covered by the vital statistics of Canada, the
truth of the above statement is supported by the evidence. In 1920, a year
of great prosperity, the marriages taking place in the nine provinees numbered
80,931 or 9-4 per 1,000 of population; in 1921*they declined to 69,732 or 80
per 1,000; in 1922 to 64,420 or 7-2 per 1,000 population, largely owing to the
industrial depression in those years; in 1923, a more prosperous year, they
showed an inecrease to 66,463 or 7-4 per 1,000 of population. Again in 1924 and



